
Writing Transition Goals 
(Located in the Transition Planning section of the IEP) 

 
Transition goals are very different from other goals and objectives located in 
the ‘Goal’ section of the IEP.  The main difference is they are written for 
AFTER high school, not during high school!  These goals are the student’s 
HOPES and DREAMS at that time.  
 
MDE has provided us with a template to write a measurable Transition Goal.  
FOLLOW THIS TEMPLATE WHEN WRITING your goals for transition.  
 
When: After high school… or Upon graduation from high school…  
 
Who: student  
 
What: WILL _______________ (use results-oriented terms such as enroll 
in, participate in, work at, live independently 
 
How: full time or part time.  
 
Example:  
Upon graduation, Erin will enroll in Mankato State University full time to 
pursue her dreams of becoming a teacher.  
 
After high school, Holle will live semi-independently with a roommate with 
monthly services from her local independent Living Center.  
 
After graduation, Doug will work part time in sporting marketing, with 
assistance from an employment specialist.  
 
Wait! What if the student does not meet these goals?  
 Schools are not responsible for measuring progress on postsecondary 
transition goals… after the child has graduated from regular high school or 
“aged-out”.  However, the question we should ask ourselves if they don’t 
reach their goal is: 

Did we teach the skills necessary for that student to reach their 
postsecondary goals?  
 

 



These goals should be very broad in 9th grade and gradually become more 
specific as the student narrows his/her focus, as they get closer to the 
completion of high school.  These goals are what will determine what 
classes that student should takes as he/she continues through high school.  
 
In 9th grade, once you’ve determined what the student is interested in upon 
the completion of high school, you start to design programming for those 
goals…  if you have a student who is interested in becoming a farmer when 
he/she graduates you start adding classes that will lead to the development of 
skills needed to be a farmer.  You would probably start out doing some FFA 
course work, some science classes and as they continue through high school, 
those particular classes become more specific to farming and farm 
management.  So the student’s course of study section in the IEP, will have 
very specific classes that are gearing the student up to be work-ready when 
he/she is finished with school.  
 


